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June 4, 2020  

Dear Parents and Staff,  

Below are the latest updates from the District.   

Recent Events: 

The past few months have been among the most challenging and emotional times experienced by our 

community and our nation.  The current health pandemic and the events of the last few days have been 

deeply unsettling and the distance between us caused by remote learning has never felt greater. We miss 

the personal connections with our students, especially during an extremely difficult time in our nation. 

As we watch what is happening around our country, our primary concern is, and has always been, the 

mental health of our students, who have been asked to adapt to many changes in their daily lives in 

recent months. Our children will continue to look to the adults in their lives for support and answers to 

understand current events. As a community, we must be a place of inclusivity and a true understanding 

of our differences, while having empathy for the lives and experiences of others around us. As a District, 

we emphasize the importance of fostering in our children a deeper understanding of bias, hate and 

racism. Educating our children is the most impactful way to change a county, nation and world, and we 

can do that by speaking honestly and lovingly to them. Here are some suggestions to help each other 

heal during these challenging times: 

• Limit the amount of unsupervised screen time for your children. The potential exposure to 

violent acts can lead to potential mental health concerns. 

• Check in with your child to have open conversations that allow for understanding and an open 

mindset. It is acceptable if you do not have all the answers. Make sure to acknowledge their 

feelings and offer an age-appropriate response. 

The following links provide helpful information regarding ways to speak to your children about current 

events, racism and violence and to understand their readiness to receive such information: 

Ten Way to Talk to Kids about Events in the News 

https://www.education.com/slideshow/talk-kids-about-news/dont-over-explain/ 

What to Say to Kids When the News is Scary 

https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716704917/when-the-news-is-scary-what-to-say-to-kids 

Racism and Violence: How to Help Kids Handle the News 

https://childmind.org/article/racism-and-violence-how-to-help-kids-handle-the-news/ 

Finally, the link below provides information on a “town hall for kids and families” offered by CNN and 

Sesame Street.  The 60-minute special "Coming Together: Standing Up to Racism. A CNN/Sesame 

Street Town Hall for Kids and Families" will air on Saturday, June 6, at 10:00 A.M. The show will talk 

to kids about racism, the recent nationwide protests, embracing diversity and being more empathetic and 

understanding. 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.cnn.com/cnn/2020/06/02/us/cnn-sesame-street-standing-up-to-

racism/index.html 
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Reopening Plans 

The Administration has been involved in numerous discussions focused on what the next school year 

might look like. Though our discussions cannot be definitive until we receive further information, this 

does not lessen the need for all of us to engage in meaningful dialogue in anticipation of the appropriate 

guidance from our Governor and the State Education Department.  As the school year draws to a close, 

we are carefully examining the provision of remote learning services and the feedback provided by 

surveys completed by community members and teachers.  This information will help us to further 

enhance our program should we find ourselves in a remote learning environment in the fall.   

During the summer, the District will put in place plans for the reopening of school when more 

information becomes available from New York State. While no methodology has been put in place at 

this time, the District will be consulting with a variety of constituent groups that will include but not be 

limited to administrators, teachers, parents, support staff and students. This work will be coordinated by 

the Superintendent of Schools and the Board of Education.  Tasks will include reviewing the district’s 

current model and working to create a plan that will offer structure for students, increased 

communication for parents, professional development for staff and safety and cleaning protocols for all 

of our buildings.  

Annual Election & Budget Vote: 

As a reminder, completed ballots for our School Annual Election and Budget Vote must be received in 

the Administration Building by 5PM on June 9th.  If you have not mailed your ballot by Friday, you can 

drop it off at the Administration Building in our Ballot Box which is located in our lobby.  We have had 

a number of questions regarding ballots and created a helpful FAQ for the community that is posted on 

our website. Here is the link: 

https://www.rvcschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494023/File/Board%20of%20Education/Frequent

ly%20Asked%20Questions.pdf 

There is a short video connected to the upcoming budget vote on our website, with a link below, which 

the Board of Education has put together for your information.  We hope you take a few minutes of your 

time to look at this video, so that you can understand from the Board’s point of view how this budget 

reflects the core values of quality education and fiscal responsibility.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ykSyj-Lzma8&feature=youtu.be 

New Position 

As you know, I will be retiring at the end of this school year.  The Commissioner of Education has 

asked that I serve as the State Monitor in the Hempstead Public Schools.  I have decided to accept the 

position and will begin working in Hempstead on July 1, 2020.  I mention it only because I would like 

you to know about it before it becomes a story in our local papers.  I truly hope that the 34 years I have 

served as your superintendent will help in my service to the State and the Hempstead Schools.   

We also encourage our families to regularly visit our website for information about the District and the 

services that we continue to provide.  While we know that certain restrictions are beginning to lift and the 

weather is getting warmer, we still ask you to encourage your children to engage in safe behaviors and to 

continue to follow the guidelines for social distancing.   

Sincerely, 

 
William H. Johnson, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
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